ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY’S CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Present the Business Community’s

2017 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

“Seeking A Common Purpose … A Collective Effort”
Chambers of Commerce are, and should be, non-partisan, consensus building business
organizations serving Anne Arundel County and the City of Annapolis. As business organizations, we
seek a vibrant economy that provides opportunity for entrepreneurs, nurtures business growth and
expansion, creates jobs for our citizens, promotes shared responsibility, and fosters an exceptional
quality of life for all who work and live in Anne Arundel County and the City of Annapolis.

Where do we go from here in 2017…?
A Challenge for Maryland …
•

The Maryland Economic Development and Business Climate Commission (also known as
the Augustine Commission) established guiding principles for Maryland’s Governor and the
Maryland General Assembly to use when considering legislation and regulatory issues impactful
to Maryland’s business climate. In doing so, greater trust and collaboration between the public
and private sectors in our state will be nurtured, leading to a more robust and competitive
Maryland economy, increased business investment in the state, and higher paying jobs for our
citizens.

•

Public sector investment in the State of Maryland should consistently incorporate the sound
business practice of evaluating initiatives under consideration for their fiscal impact, return on
investment, and prioritization of need for the citizens and businesses of our state, before
committing taxpayer dollars and the “good faith and credit” of the state.

•

Education, workforce development, and work skills advancement are key investment and
policy decisions that impact Maryland’s ability to competitively attract and retain quality
businesses to our state, and employment opportunities for our citizens and their children.
Government’s primary responsibility, in a democratic and market-based economy, is to insure an
adequately funded publicly supported education system in Maryland at all levels (primary,
secondary, and higher education), before committing taxpayer dollars to supporting private sector
education institutions or initiatives.

A Journey for Anne Arundel County …
•

Land-use policies impacting the assessable tax base of the county should permit a
reasonable degree of latitude to meet the future economic and community development needs of
businesses and citizens. Efforts to restrict or eliminate future land-use initiatives, without a
thorough fiscal enquiry and assessment of the impact on the county’s assessable tax base,
should be avoided.

•

We continue to share the business community’s concern over Anne Arundel County’s
deteriorating transportation infrastructure and limited transit options, which must be
addressed and are key to the county’s future economic competitiveness. We must give attention
to and prioritize important initiatives and investments that will facilitate the ease of moving people
and commerce around Anne Arundel County and the region.

2017 Legislative Agenda
•

Properly funding a quality public education system, our nationally recognized community
college, and our public library system in Anne Arundel County is an essential part of a
balanced and successful economic and workforce development effort.

A Vision for Annapolis …
•

Three essential keys to a vibrant downtown economy are (1) agreeing upon and
implementing a vision for the revitalization of the City Dock area, (2) facilitating a comprehensive
approach for enhancing the Arts & Entertainment District, and (3) pursuing a planned
redevelopment effort for the Upper West Street corridor.

•

Important for encouraging and attracting sustainable and long term business investment
to the City of Annapolis are (1) consistency and correctness of code interpretation with regard to
land-use, permitting, inspections, and historical preservation requirements, (2) clarification on
how to engage emerging industries wanting to locate to Annapolis, (3) engaging commercial
property owners as partners in economic development visioning and activities, and (4)
maintaining and properly funding a functional and effective economic development effort.

•

Fully understanding what constitutes the city’s commercial tax base, and the varied
business activities contributing to that tax base, are essential for creating a sustainable and
successful business presence in the City of Annapolis.

What We Support
Quality Economic, Community, and Small Business Development
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

A balanced and equitable tax base.
An expanded assessable commercial tax base of our city, county, and the State of
Maryland through collaborative engagement between business and government on landuse, environmental, and fees/tax issues and policies.
A balanced and streamlined regulatory process that adopts uniformity among different
levels of government, as well as consistency and predictability of interpretation and
application.
Continued investment in private/public partnerships that provide quality and efficient
delivery of core services to citizens.
The maintenance, expansion, and development of essential infrastructure in the areas of
transportation, communication, commerce, and public health.
Private capital investment into our local, regional, and statewide economies.

Workforce Development and Education
Ø Adequate funding and fiduciary responsibility for quality education and workforce training
in our public schools, community colleges, and universities.
Ø The attraction and maintenance of a diverse labor force through affordable workforce
housing initiatives/programs for middle and low-income working families.
Ø New and innovative programs in workforce readiness, retraining, and life-long learning
opportunities for citizens, employees, and employers.
Ø Instructional and experience based learning focused on practical skill sets, communication
proficiency, and critical thinking aptitude that emphasizes their appropriate application in
the workforce.

Is it Balanced? Is it Fair? Is it Reasonable? Will it Solve the Problem?
___________________________

